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Sound Advice
Your guide to the pleasure of home entertainment
JONATHAN VAN STADEN

Buying a new
TV can be a
daunting task
when you’re
not sure what
you’re
looking for.
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JUST think about this for a moment.
If you go back in your memory to any
of the highs or lows in your life, what
is often attached to each of those
memories? Music!
You might have just met the love
of your life, earned your first pay
cheque or passed an important
exam. The chances are there was a
song that resonated perfectly with
your emotions at the time.
Remember the feeling of being on
top of the world as you turned up the
sound to your favourite song?
Don’t leave out the lows — it is true
that we may try to forget those times,
yet often that ballad or anger song
epitomised our emotions and comforted us that we’re not alone in life’s
experiences. Combine that with a
movie experience and you have
something that has the power to
change your outlook on life.
Today, much of that enjoyment
has been lost. Technology has moved
on dramatically over the past
20 years. This presents us with at
least two challenges that work
against getting the most out of our
favourite music and movies.
The focus has shifted to quantity
and not quality. The number of albums that you could have access to
wherever you were, largely depen-

ded on your physical strength. You
would never think of carrying your
whole record/cassette/CD collection
around with you. Now, you can with
portable flash or hard-drive devices.
While the convenience is good,
many are more impressed with the
fact that they can now listen to songs
continuously for six months without
a repeat than the quality of those
songs. Enjoyment of musical performance has become secondary.
The second challenge is caused by
the speed of change that makes
manufacturers constantly present
us with new features that are meant
to push the state of the art. Terms
like DSP, PL IIx, LCD, PL IIz, DTS, HD
and HDMi are promoted as new and
improved ways to enjoy movies and
music. With that much potential to
end up with the wrong home system,
many avoid the confusion and embarrassment of staring blankly at
the local electronics store salesman.
The end result is that the pleasure
of good quality music and video
transporting you to another world
without having to leave the comfort
of your own home is being lost.
In future columns, we will cut
through the noise of technology by
showing you how to bring back the
enjoyment of music and movies,
while getting the best value for your
money during the process.

READER QUESTION
Question: Please tell me whether I should
buy an LCD, LED or Plasma screen?
Answer: Manufacturers may take different
technology approaches in order to produce
a similar result. Modern TVs are no different. All we really want to do is see a picture
that is clear and natural. First, take a DVD
that you know really well to a retailer. Ask
the retailer to play your DVD on all the
screens simultaneously. If this is not possible then have at least two connected at the
same time. Narrow your choice by repeating
a section of video and also pausing periodically for a still image. Don’t worry too much
about how good the quality of your DVD is.
This method allows you to compare all the
screen technologies and narrow your choice
to the ones that do the best job with the mov-
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ies you have. Also, ask the retailer to play
the TV broadcast channels that you are familiar with. It is easy to get impressed with
the high-definition promotional videos that
are usually played on the screens. TV broadcast and DVD quality may not be as good as
those promos. We’ll have to live with this until everything becomes high definition.
Choose the one that looks the most natural
to you. Life through your eyes is the best reference.
Your questions are welcomed. Please
send them to tabloid@witness.co.za and
Jonathan van Staden from Acoustic Inno
vations will answer them with technology
guidance to suit your lifestyle.
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“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord and not for men, since you know that
you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.
It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” Col. 3:23-24
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