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Sound Advice
Your guide to the pleasure of home entertainment

Going down to the wire
JONATHAN VAN STADEN

WHAT do you think stops many people from having an entertainment
system? Is it having great big speakers dotted around the room or that
subwoofer lurking in the corner? No,
it is nothing even close to that. It is
the wires.
Those skinny little snakes that run
around your room are the cause of
more domestic conflict than you
would imagine. In the one camp are
those who see function as the only
consideration. As long as each end
plugs in to where it is supposed to
go, how it gets there is not an issue.
In the other camp you will find the
voice of reason. “You do want to keep
enjoying your life at home don’t you?
Don’t even think of putting a sound
system in my house. That TV wire
hanging through the ceiling is bad
enough. Are you listening to me?”
What makes the lowly wire so disliked? Most parts of an entertainment system can fit in with the look
of a room or at least be confined to
one area. Wires, however, need to go
places. They are the arteries that
keep the sound and picture flowing.
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Untidy wiring that clashes with any décor scheme is the cause of
more domestic conflict than you would imagine.
The problem is that interior décor
has not embraced the random patterns made by various colour wires
looping around a room. They just
don’t look neat.
What can be done to fix this problem? Planning ahead is key if you are

building a home. Make sure your architect and entertainment system
designer work together before the
foundations are done. The designer
will tell you how much and where
conduiting will be needed for DStv,
home automation, extra televisions,

Internet and surround sound. A good
architect will put those requirements into the plans and make the
electronics look part of the home.
Even if you may think that you won’t
install everything suggested, run the
extra conduits to as many rooms as
possible. Once you have moved in,
you don’t want to go cutting into
walls with a grinder. If you have an
existing room there are some tricks
that a good installer will use to minimise the impact of surface wiring.
Neat glueing in corners, trunking
along the skirting and painting the
wires to match the walls all help to
keep those wandering snakes in
check.
What about the wireless systems
available? Currently, that term
means fewer wires, not completely
wireless. Speakers that are wireless
need to be powered. That means
running a wire from each or maybe
for a pair of speakers to a wall socket.
Even if they are battery powered,
they will eventually need to be wired
for charging.
Who would have thought that just
keeping the wiring neat would mean
less conflict in the home?

A READER WRITES
How important are the watts of
a speaker or amplifier?
Jonathan van Staden answers:
Watts is a rating used to indicate how much
power an amplifier can produce and how much
of that power a speaker can take without self
destructing. There are two ratings typically giv
en: peak (short time) and continuous (longer
time) watts. Music is dynamic, with highs and
lows of volume. Sometimes a drum hit, a
plucked guitar string or an explosion on a
soundtrack may require an amplifier to produce
10 times the average power for a short peak.
Most amplifiers can produce an average of
50 watts for a fairly loud playback of music.
The question is can that amplifier produce 500
watts peak when needed and can the speakers
handle the power without audible distortion?
There is a saying that you can never have
too much power. Yet it is only one part of
building a dynamic system. The better manu
facturers understand that power without con
trol is useless. That is one of the reasons you
pay more for some equipment with the same
watts rating.
• Your questions are welcomed. Please
send them to tabloid@witness.co.za and
Jonathan van Staden from Acoustic Interi
ors will answer them with technology
guidance to suit your lifestyle.
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