Sound Advice
Your guide to the pleasure of home entertainment

Use your eyes and ears
JONATHAN VAN STADEN
CONGRATULATIONS. You have finally decided to buy a new entertainment system. Now what do you do?
You rush out to the retail stores and
start looking. Each store has different TVs, DVD players, loudspeakers,
AV receivers and more. If you keep
on going you might find out that
there are over 250 different
brands of loudspeakers available in South Africa. This
should completely confuse
you, if you weren’t already
when you started. So you do
nothing, because a confused
person won’t make a decision
or you go ahead regardless and
buy based on the “how-badcan-it-be-at-this price” thinking.
Doing nothing is a good
choice at this point. So you
come away with no new equip-

ment, but now you have the chance
to be better prepared for the next
time. Here are some basics that will
help. You will need at least the following equipment to start with:
• a display screen — to see the movie, game or television broadcast;
• a source — such as a satellite decoder, DVD player or computer;
• amplifiers — to increase the level

from the source to the loudspeakers;
and
• loudspeakers — to hear the sound.
But even if you have all these
items, you still do not have a complete home theatre as there is much
more to it than that.
Ask friends, family and work colleagues who have entertainment
systems if you can see and hear
theirs. Take along music or a
DVD you know well. The purpose of this is to compare a wide
range of different systems. Your
eyes and ears are better judges
than you may think. It is true
that you may not know why one
system looks or sounds better,
but your reference is real life.
The more it looks and sounds
like the real thing, the closer you
are getting to choosing a good
system.
Find as many consumer reviews on the Internet for the

brands you liked. Even though your
eyes and ears are different from the
reviewers, you will often find out if
there are any problems with operation or reliability.
Now, when you go back to a prospective supplier, make sure that importance is placed on your taste and
idea of what is good. When the focus
is more on the features and price of
one brand over another, you may not
get the best value for your money.
From your research, you now have
a better idea of what you do and don’t
like.
Making practical choices to enjoy
an emotional experience is a challenge. The saying that “quality is remembered long after the price is forgotten” applies for electronics that
you expect to last. Advance planning
and avoiding impulse buying brings
the peace of mind that the decisions
made now can give you years of enjoyment.

VIDEO TO DVD
A READER WRITES:
Is it possible to have video
tapes put onto DVD? If so,
please will you let me know
who can do this.
ANSWER:
Yes. You can do it at home with
the output of a video machine
connected to the input of a DVD
recorder. Alternatively, you can
take your video tapes to a com
pany that does video transfers.
Check first in the manual what
kind of recordable DVD discs
your DVD player can take be
fore you buy blank discs or
have a company start copying.
Your questions are welcomed.
Please send them to tabloid@
witness.co.za and Jonathan
van Staden from Acoustic Inte
riors will answer them with
technology guidance to suit
your lifestyle.
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of course it is ... if you don’t advertise!
Try our next issue of the Home Supplement
on the 10 February 2010.
An advert this size will only
cost you R1 244,83.
Phone Merise on 033 355 1152 to
book your space.
Supplement to The Witness

