HOME

Sound Advice
Your guide to the pleasure of home entertainment
JONATHAN VAN STADEN
THE lights dim, the music starts, the curtains
part and as the movie studio logo comes up on
the big screen your senses are fixed on the show
that is about to begin.
The feel of the seats, taste of the popcorn and
the light reflecting off the screen onto the faces
around you in the darkened theatre add to the

movie experience. Now imagine being able to
enjoy that kind of involving entertainment when
listening to music, watching a movie or playing
a video game, all in the comfort of your own
home — your own private theatre.
You may say: “I don’t have the space for a
dedicated room, any knowledge of what to buy
and where it all goes or how to connect it. Plus
it won’t fit with the décor, not to mention those
ugly wires. If I do go
and buy something
in my budget it still
might not look or
sound
good
at
home.” Let’s look at
the first challenge —
space.
You are usually in
one of three situations: you are renting, you own the
home or you are
building. All three
can be adapted to
get the maximum
out of an entertainment system. What
is important is to
replicate the effect

of a theatre even if you do not have a dedicated
room. If you are renting, start with blocking out
as much outside light as possible with curtains.
Make your seating as comfortable as you can
with cushions or blankets. Have the middle of
your screen at eye level so that you are drawn
into the action.
Getting the sound right may require acoustic
panels and an installer, which is worth doing
even if it is not permanent. It is easy to put off
building up a good system while you rent, with
the idea that you will get everything when you
buy a home. Why wait? If you buy reliable equipment it can move with you and be added to.
The above ideas can also be used in your own
home or as you work with plans to build. In an
existing home, choose a space that can double
up as a theatre when needed. A lounge is a popular space, or maybe an office, guest room or outbuilding can be adapted. You will need an audio/
video designer who understands décor and how
to blend two room functions into one.
It may be common to see a TV in a wall unit
with all the speakers sitting on top or a flat
screen bolted above a fireplace with the speakers trying to hide up in the four corners of the
ceiling. These attempts to make everything neat
prevents your system from performing properly. With some help from the designer you can
disguise the equipment, keep the look
of the room and get
the most from the
system.
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SUPERSPAN GUTTERS

80 CHIEF ALBERT LUTHULI STREET
(COMMERCIAL ROAD)
TEL/FAX: 033 342 1083 OR 083 341 0959

GARAGE DOORS • SECTIONAL
• WOODEN, STEEL • DOOR AUTOMATION
• DOOR REPAIRS AND SERVICE REMOTES
• ENTRANCE DOORS • INTERIOR DOORS
• DOOR HANDLES • ARCHITRAVES • DOOR
FRAMES • PIVOT DOORS • SLIDING SECURITY
GATES

e-mail: classicdoors@executivemail.co.za

READER QUESTIONS
Question: What is the meaning of 5.1 that you see
on surroundsound electronics?
Answer: The introduction of the DVD some 13 years
ago has allowed multiple soundtracks to be recorded
onto a disc. The five of the 5.1 indicates the number
of separate tracks recorded for each of the surround
speakers. Most of the volume and information come
from the front left and right. The centre carries mostly
the voice from performers that are centre stage. Sur
round is for effects such as crowds at a concert or
ambience to give the impression you are in the scene.
The .1 is for the lowfrequency effects such as the
sound of earthquakes and explosions. Music also con
tains low sounds such as a pipe organ and bass guitar.
A higher number like 7.1 means more tracks recorded
for surround speakers.
• Your questions are welcomed. Please send them to
tabloid@witness.co.za and Jonathan van Staden from
Acoustic Interiors will answer them with technology
guidance to suit your lifestyle.

result. All good architects work with an audio/
video designer who understands what provisions need to be made in the plans for equipment, wiring and cosmetics.
You can start with a dedicated room as small
as three by four metres. If it is well planned, you
will not see any wiring. There will be a central
point for all your electronics that is out of the
way, but easily accessed. Custom speakers will
be built into the walls, lighting hidden, doors
sound-proofed and room surfaces acoustically
treated.

Seamless Gutters in
Various Shapes, Sizes
and Colours

★ Fully Guaranteed
★ No Rust, Painting or
Maintenance
★ Rolled to size on Site
Also Fibrecement or PVC
Fascia and Barge Boards
Free Quotes
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CHRISTMAS SHOW HOUSE

INSULATION OF THE FUTURE
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OPEN UNTIL CHRISTMAS
28 Chase Valley Road (Near Moth Cottages)
Mon-Fri: 9 am to 5 pm • Sat : 9 am to 1.30 pm
Also see us at our Christmas Shop
at Liberty Mall, 033 342 0452
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RANGE OF CEILING TILES NOW AVAILABLE

We fit & supply
ALSO AVAILABLE
• BURGLAR GUARDS
• SECURITY GATES
• ROLLER SHUTTERS

GARAGE DOOR
SUPPLIES
Pietermaritzburg Showroom,
320 Greyling Street
Tel: 033 394 5585
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Showroom at
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Applications for every building insulation need
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